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Walk to School Challenge

We are taking part in the ‘WOW’ walk to school challenge. Children record their journey on a travel
tracker each morning when they arrive into school. Every active journey counts towards the
children earning their ‘WOW 'travel badge for that month. We want to encourage as many children as
possible to take an active journey by either walking, scooting, cycling, or park and stride (10 minutes walk
minimum).

What are the benefits of walking to school?

Children feel happier and healthier.

They arrive to school refreshed and ready to learn.

Helps reduce congestion and pollution at the school gates.

Well done to all of those children who have earnt their badge this month.

Can you continue your active journeys to earn your badge for February?

Thank you for your support.

Wear it Red Day on Valentine’s Day

Friday 14th February 2025

Midlands Air Ambulance Charity is gearing up for Wear It Red Day on Valentine's Day 2025, and we are
supporting them to help to make it a success. Wear It Red Day is a great chance for local schools to
support Midlands Air Ambulance’s lifesaving work, by encouraging students and staff to wear red and raise
vital funds for the charity.
When: Friday 14th February 2025
What: Schools come together to wear red and collect donations from each pupil and staff member who
take part.
Why: The funds raised will directly support MAAC, helping save lives across the region.
How to Donate: ParentPay

School Times
For all children, the school doors open at 8.40am and school gates close at 8.50am.

Please remember children will be marked late if they come through the office and arrive after the gates
have closed. Parents/carers must sign their child in. When your child arrives late at school, they will miss
valuable learning time. Your child may also feel embarrassed at having to enter the classroom late.
Please help your child to be punctual.

The school day ends at 3.05pm for reception and 3:10pm for all other year groups.




At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit nationalcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults

According to the latest stats, people aged between 8 and 17 spend four hours on digital
devices during an average day. Obviously, a new year is ideal for fresh starts and renewed
efforts - so lots of families are trying to cut down their combined screen time right now,
creating more moments to connect with each other and relying less on gadgets to have
fun. Our top tips on reducing screen time are for everyone, so you can get your whole
family involved in turning over a new leaf this year!
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How Safe is WhatsApp for Children - NSPCC
What age rating is WhatsApp? The app is rated 16+
Features of WhatsApp
To connect you with others, WhatsApp checks your phone’s address book for other users and
automatically suggests these as your WhatsApp contacts. It also updates your WhatsApp contact list whenever your
phone contacts sign up to the app. This is an optional feature, and you can switch it off, but this puts limits on the
app’s functionality.
When you are using WhatsApp, certain information is shared with your contacts:
Status - this allows you to share updates on your profile in the form of text, photo, video, or GIF that
disappears after 24 hours.
Last seen - this tells your contacts what time you last used the app.
Online - this tells your contacts if you are currently using the app.
Read receipts - this allows users to see if the message has been sent, delivered, and read.
Through the privacy settings in the app, you can help your child control who can see this information.
WhatsApp makes use of certain features that are focused on the privacy of its users.
Some of these key features are:

End-to-end encryption - this means that only people within the chat can read or listen to what is being sent.
WhatsApp cannot view these messages, and they cannot be remotely accessed by police or
government, and they can’t be seen by hackers. This means that the message privacy is more secure, but also
means they can’t be monitored for illegal activity.

Disappearing messages - this is an optional feature that allows you to set messages to disappear 24 hours, 7 days,
or 90 days after sending. This setting can be applied to all chats or selected ones. It is
important to remember that messages can still be saved, screenshotted, or forwarded before they
disappear.

View once - this feature allows you to send photos and videos that disappear from your chat once they’ve been
opened. The image or video that you send cannot be saved, shared, or forwarded and you can see when it has been
opened (if you have read receipts turned on). The image or video expires after 14 days if it is not opened.

Live location - this allows you to share your real-time location for a certain amount of time with other users in an
individual chat or group. You can stop sharing at any time but the people you shared it with will still be able to see
your last updated location.

Tips to help keep your child safe on WhatsApp
Get to know privacy settings
There are four main settings that you can use to help your child control who can see their information:
Everyone - allows all users to see your profile photo, about or status.
My contacts - only allows people from your phone contacts to see your profile photo, about, status, last seen and
online.
My contacts except... - allows you to exclude certain people in your phone contacts from seeing your
information.
Nobody - doesn’t allow anyone to see your information.

The default setting on WhatsApp is ‘everyone’ but you can help your child to set their privacy controls by clicking the
‘settings’ cog and selecting ‘privacy’. Here you can select each type of information and change it to the setting that
you want. To prevent children being added to groups by people they don’t know, we recommend changing the group
settings to ‘My contacts except’ and using the tick icon to select all contacts. This option means only your child’s
phone contacts, except those you exclude, can add your child to groups. But by selecting all contacts, it means that
nobody can add your child to a group chat
without first sending them an invitation.In the same section, you can also switch off ‘read receipts’, which means
other people cannot see when you have read their message. This might help if your child is feeling under pressure to
respond to messages.

Make use of safety features
Show your child how to block and report other users of the app or inappropriate content. For information on how to
block or report on WhatsApp visit: How to block and report contacts | WhatsApp Help Center.

Talk about sharing
Talk to your child regularly about what they should and shouldn’t share with others on WhatsApp. Remind your child
that, even if they think what they are sending will stay private, others might save, forward or screenshot it. Talk to
them about making sure others are comfortable with what they are sending and let them know they can come to you

if they are worried about something they have shared on the app.
Set rules about location sharing
Decide with your child if it is appropriate for them to share their location with others and who they are
allowed to share it with. You can disable location permissions by going into your device settings and switching off
location services for WhatsApp.
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THANK YOU

A huge heartfelt Thank You to the
lovely Sophie Hine for running our
uniform shop tirelessly and welcome
along to Emma Pierson who will be

taking over. we really appreciate you

both *
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RAFFLE DONATIONS

Do you work for a company or run a local business, that
might donate prizes to our upcoming raffle?

If so, please get in touch! We would love to hear from
v

.fﬁt
w4 DATES FOR THE
DIARY

In case you missed it last week here
are some of our upcoming events! If you
have ideas for events and fundraising
you would like to share with us please
get in touch!




